
   MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 25, 2020 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Timothy Litz, Mayor; Dale Yontz, Vice-Mayor; 

James Lloyd; James P. “Sean” Viars; Geary Jonas; 

Michael Duncan; Peggy Hash 

     

Council Members Absent:       None                    

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

                           Derek Breedlove, Police Chief 

 

Administration Absent:   None      

 

Others Present: Jack Weaver, Frank Akers, Amy McBride  
 

All council members and administration were present via Zoom virtual meeting.   Council 

Chambers were open, and a laptop connected to the meeting was available for citizens to listen 

or speak during citizen’s time. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Yontz and seconded by Councilmember Jonas to approve 

the minutes of the August 11, 2020 meeting.  There being no discussion, the motion passed by a 

vote of six (6) for: Lloyd, Jonas, Yontz, Viars, Duncan, Hash; zero (0) against. 

 

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

Allison Blanton with Hill Studio, Roanoke, VA was present to explain the opportunity to have a 

historic district listing in Rural Retreat.  She explained that this can be a great tool for the 

property owners to make investments in the town.  Town Manager Childers asked Ms. Blanton 

to explain the advantages to citizens.  Ms. Blanton explained that a National Register listing is an 

honorary registration, and there are no property right restrictions.  It helps a locality receive grant 
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funding by legitimizing the historic value and reasons for investment.  The National Register 

listing will attract people that are traveling Interstate 81.  Ms. Blanton explained that there are 

state and federal historic tax credits.  The state credits are 25% and the federal credits are 20%.  

To receive the tax credit, the work will be required to be reviewed by Department of Historic 

Resources (DHR) and the National Park Service. Town Manager asked what the cost will be to 

the town.  Ms. Blanton stated that the cost is determined by the number of buildings in the 

project.  The Historic District that was identified in 2001 included about 90 buildings and only 

17 have been officially surveyed.  It costs about $150 per building for the field survey and the 

writeup.  She continued to explain that a nomination for a district can cost between $8,000 and 

$10,000 for a consultant to do the work.  She added that a lot of the work had been done back in 

2001.  DHR has a cost share program to get the initial work complete.  The grant applications are 

due in March or April.  The grant usually is a 50/50 cost share and sometimes even a 75/25 split. 

Town Manager Childers asked how the town would decide which buildings are placed in the 

district.  Ms. Blanton stated that legally if most of the property owners do not object to the 

district then it will be accepted.  She stated that a kickoff meeting will take place to educate the 

community and property owners of the program and its benefits.  She added that it is also a time 

for property owners to offer the history of their properties.  Ms. Blanton stated that a cost share 

application requires a public hearing and a resolution from the locality to move forward.  Ms. 

Blanton stated that the property must be at least 50 years and maintain its integrity.  The 

boundaries were drawn in 2001 which was 20 years ago, and they may need to be changed. Ms. 

Blanton recommends in the planning stages to let everyone in the vicinity know about the district 

and be invited to a public meeting.   Town Manager Childers stated that the Department of 

Housing and Community Development (DHCD) block grant project was stalled for a year and a 

half because of a DHR representative due to the Depot being near a building in the project area.  

He stated that the town has had a bad experience with DHR.  Ms. Blanton stated that since the 

town is eligible as a historic district, projects such as CDBG must look at the historic district due 

to section 106.  Town Manager Childers stated that someone contacted DHR and delayed the 

downtown revitalization project.  Ms. Blanton stated that Hills Studio does a lot of Downtown 

Revitalization and façade grant projects.  Jack Weaver stated that he intends to move forward 

with this project on his property which is the Sprinkle Hotel regardless of the town’s decision to 

make the area a historic district.  Ms. Blanton explained that Mr. Weaver’s property can be listed 

individually, and he can receive tax credits without the historic district.  She added that it costs 

almost as much for one property to be nominated as it would to have the entire district 

nominated.  She stated that it is better for the property owners if other homes are listed on the 

registry.  Amy McBride asked if she chooses to place her home in the historic district then will 

she need to follow the standards to receive the tax credits, and are there any property right 

restrictions.  Ms. Blanton stated that homeowners do not have to participate.  Ms. Blanton stated 

if the property is in the historic district then the property can be changed in any way using the 

property owner’s own funds.  If the property owner chooses to participate in the tax credit 

program, then the work will be reviewed by DHR and the National Parks Service to receive the 

tax credit.    Mr. Weaver stated that there is some confusion as to what the cost is to citizens.  

Town Manager Childers stated that any questions should be emailed to him and he will see that 

Ms. Blanton gets the questions answered.  Councilmember Jonas stated that basically when the 

historic district is decided then homeowners can decide if they want to participate or not.   

Councilmember Viars asked Town Manager Childers to forward the information from Ms. 

Blanton to all the Councilmembers. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE  

 



COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES –August 25, 2020- PAGE 3 

 

Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that Mr. Weaver’s request regarding a resolution will be addressed 

later in the meeting during new business. 

 

Treasurer Patton read a thank you note addressed to Town Manager Childers for all his 

assistance at the Rural Retreat Public Library from the Friends of the Public Library.   Treasurer 

Patton then read a thank you note from Carrington Place of Rural Retreat addressed to Town 

Manager Childers for his assistance recently at the nursing home.  Treasurer Patton read a thank 

you note addressed to Chief Breedlove that was brought to the town office with a tray of cookies 

thanking him for his service to the town from Grace Baptist Church.   

 

POLICE REPORT  

 

Chief Breedlove reported that he had one arrest and one ticket in August.  He drove 938 miles 

this month.  He added that he had several larceny cases this month.   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – The timeline was supplied to Kathi Boatright with 

DHCD. 

 

WEST BAUMGARDNER AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT- This item was covered in 

citizen’s time. 

 

Councilmember Lloyd reported that Troy Harris with Dr. Pepper Corporation called, and Dr. 

Pepper Day is cancelled for this year.   

 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

RESOLUTION – Mayor Litz read the Second Amendment Resolution in its entirety.  A motion 

was made by Vice-Mayor Yontz and seconded by Councilmember Jonas to adopt the Resolution.  

Councilmember Viars stated that the only point he wants to make is that all the General 

Assembly bill did was give localities the freedom to restrict the use of guns in parks and other 

public places.   He added that he supports the second amendment, and the only thing this 

resolution states is that the town is not going to pass an ordinance to restrict guns.   Mayor Litz 

stated he is very concerned with all the rules and regulations that Richmond is placing on 

Virginia citizens.  Mayor Litz added that the Town of Rural Retreat is making it known that the 

town does not restrict gun rights.  Councilmember Viars stated that Richmond is not doing 

anything but giving localities the opportunity to govern themselves and place restrictions.  Vice-

Mayor Yontz stated that he agrees with Councilmember Viars, and he believes Richmond is 

giving localities the opportunity to place restrictions themselves.   Mayor Litz called a roll call 

vote.  The motion passed by a vote of six (6) for:  Lloyd, Jonas, Yontz, Viars, Hash, Duncan; 

zero (0) against. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

RURAL RETREAT VOL EMERGENCY SERVICE – Michael Duncan reported that the 

meeting last week was productive.  The county has agreed to purchase a new ambulance for 
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Rural Retreat and Lead Mines.  He added that the ambulance will be a new 2020 four-wheel 

drive with a power lift stretcher.   Rural Retreat will receive the ambulance sometime in 

December.  The cost of the vehicle is $227,000, which will be paid for through County CARES 

Act funding.  The rescue squad will also receive decon guns to sanitize the office and 

ambulances.  Dr. Dove’s office is set up to provide random drug testing of the Rescue Squad 

employees.  Councilmember Duncan stated that the Rescue Squad will be implementing the 

Spillman 911 system.   

Councilmember Duncan reported that the Rescue Squad reported that they had 77 calls last 

month. 

Councilmember Duncan stated that Captain Mitchell stated that they have a downspout on the 

building leaking.  Councilmember Duncan suggested that she call Town Manager Childers 

regarding the issue.  Town Manager Childers stated that the town will investigate the issue. 

Councilmember Jonas asked Councilmember Duncan if the narratives were being written after 

each call.  Councilmember Duncan stated that the list is down to six unwritten narratives which 

is a big improvement.  Councilmember Viars thanked Councilmember Duncan and Town 

Manager Childers for their hard work with the Rescue Squad.  He asked if there were already 

protocols in place to check on the members.  Town Manager Childers stated that Ms. Lang stated 

there is not a specified protocol in place, but she is working on making changes to this.  Mayor 

Litz thanked Councilmember Duncan for the time he is spending to help with the Rescue 

Squad’s board of directors. 

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – None 

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – None 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – Town Manager Childers stated that we are still working with the Lane 

Group to get the first phase of the sewer project completed. 

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

The Town Manager’s report is attached and is hereby made part of these minutes.  The following 

items were reported and discussed: 

 

- I spoke to Darlene Lang about the dispatchers staying contact with the EMS workers 

while they are on call.  She advised me that new procedures need to be put in place.  It 

needs to be county wide procedures and asked me to have a member of Rural retreat 

EMS present at the next Fire and Safety meeting.  I passed this on to Roger Hedrick.  The 

next meeting will be September 21st. 

Councilmember Viars asked if there is any news regarding the CARES Act funding.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that he is still waiting on the County to decide on the small business 

grant application process.  He added that he will reach out to David Manley. 

Councilmember Viars asked if he heard anything else about the utilities committee getting 

together with Wythe County regarding the water project.  Town Manager Childers stated that he 

spoke with County Administrator, Stephen Bear regarding a project.  He added that the utilities 

committee will meet then meet with the County to make a decision. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
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The invoices for August 25, 2020 were read and approved. 

 

Town Manager Childers explained that $1,078 check to Jeff Long.  He stated that the leak at Mr. 

Long’s house was from an old town line that was supposed to be abandoned and not his line.  

The leak was on his side of the meter, but it was caused by the town’s water line.  The town 

reimbursed Mr. Long for his cost to replace the water line on his property. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


